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PAinting thE goDS
Harsingh Hamir and Gita Wolf

Art / Folklore 
HC / Offset 
Colour / 28 pages    / 180 x 235 mm
Printing: January 2017

People from the Rathwa tribe in Gujarat 
create a ritual wall painting as a way 
of worshipping their gods Pithora 
and Pithori, depicted as horses. 
The creation of Pithora paintings is 
considered a form of worship, to keep 
away ill-luck and invite good fortune. 
To paint is to mirror — and honour — 
all that has been created in the 
universe. This sophisticated conception 
of the transformative power of art 
has been rendered into a deceptively 
simple children’s tale by Rathwa 
artist Harsingh Hamir.
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 PAINTING THE GODS
BOLOGNA PRIZE 
Best Children’s Publisher 
of the year in Asia 2013
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9 789383 145393

ISBN 978-93-83145-39-3

IND ` 200 | UK £ 4.99 | US $ 07.95

Folk art

Each year, artists of the Rathwa tribe from Gujarat create a wonderful rit-
ual painting to honour their gods Pithora and Pithori, who are depicted 
in the form of horses. Artists paint to keep away ill luck and invite good 
fortune, so to paint is a form of worship, which honours everything that 
has been created in the universe.

This sublime story of the life-changing power of art has been painted by 
Rathwa artist Harsingh Hamir, and retold for children by Gita Wolf.

Opening out into a gorgeous gate-fold, this pioneering book features tra-
ditional Rathwa painters in the role of illustrators for the very first time.

PUPPEtS UnLimitED 
With EVErYDAY 
mAtEriALS

Craft / How-To / Education 
HC / Offset 
Colour / 144 pages    / 220 x 285 mm
Printing: June 2017

Gita Wolf and Anushka 
Ravishankar with Ragini Siruguri 
and Rohini Srinivasan

Anything can be turned into 
a puppet, you just need to know 
how! Based on the principles taught 
by traditional Indian puppeteers, 
each puppet in this jolly book has 
been made from simple everyday 
material. It proves that once you 
know the basics, it is accidents, 
discoveries and a sense of humour 
which let you create a puppet.
Have a set of puppets ready? 
Use our playscript, or go ahead and 
perform your own puppet play!
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Anything can be turned into a puppet,  
you just need to know how!

Based on the principles taught by traditional Indian puppeteers, each 
puppet in this jolly book has been made from simple everyday material . 
It proves that once you know the basics, it is accidents, discoveries 
and a sense of humour which lets you create a puppet.

Have a set of puppets ready? Use our playscript, or go ahead and 
perform your own puppet play!

puppets unlimited

puppets 
unlimited
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toYS AnD PLAY With 
EVErYDAY mAtEriALS

Craft / How-To / Education 
HC / Offset 
Colour / 112 pages    / 215 x 285 mm
Printing: May 2017

Sudarshan Khanna, Gita Wolf, 
Anushka Ravishankar and Priya Sundram

More than ever in the past, today it 
is necessary to bring in the possibility 
of free, unstructured, and open-end-
ed play to children. Such play doesn’t 
have to be tied to expensive products, 
revolve around ready-made stories 
or be fixed by gender. We can create 
opportunities for other kinds of play — 
such as through the toys in this book, 
based on so-called folk toys, created 
by small-time artisans from all over 
India. A child who makes these toys 
needs to handle physical material 
intelligently — an important sense 
to restore  in an increasingly virtual 
world. Along with step-by-step 
instructions on how to make a range 
of toys, the book also contains sections 
on the science behind some of them, 
tips, poems, jokes... and a thought-
provoking section for adults to think 
through issues of toys and play in 
today’s world.
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WHAT IS A GOOD TOY? 
Can we bring in the possibility of free, unstructured, and open-ended play  
to children in today’s world? It doesn’t have to be tied to expensive products, 
revolve around ready-made stories or be fixed by gender. We can create 
opportunities for other kinds of play — like through the toys in this book, 
which children and adults can make together. 
Toys that make NOISE, toys that dance, toys which play tr cks, toys that move  
toys that need skill… 
All of them are based on so-called folk toys, created by small time artisans 
from all over India, who used inexpensive local materials to come up with an 
unbelievable variety of charming and affordable playthings. 
A child who makes these toys needs to handle physical material intelligently:  
in an increasingly virtual world, this is an important sense to restore. Once 
a toy is ready, there is a very special quality to how she plays with it — 
mediated by the creative relationship that a child has to something she has 
made herself. 
Along with step-by-step instructions on how to make a range of toys, the 
book also contains sections on the science behind some of them, tips, poems, 
and jokes... and a thought-provoking section for adults to think through  
issues of toys and play in today’s world.
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TOYS & PLAY with everyday materials

BOLOGNA PRIZE 
Best Children’s Publisher 
of the year in Asia 2013

ToysandPlay-Cover-26march.indd   1 30/09/16   3:01 pm

Stuck with a stubborn hiccup? 
Try these remedies. HIC!
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Picture Book / Humour
HC / Riso 
Colour / 36 pages / 200 x 200 mm
Printing: January 2017

Anushka Ravishankar 
and Christiane Pieper

hic! 

Stuck with a stubborn hiccup? 
Try these remedies.
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mY nEighBoUrS on 
mAnmArU StrEEt

Art / Picture Book / Humour / 
HC / Offset
Colour / 80 pages / 220 x 280 mm
Printing: June 2017

Koki Oguma

“I like to draw,“ says artist Koki 
Oguma. “I love to hang around my 
street, watching people… Then 
I begin to scribble, imagining what 
they might be thinking, and pretty 
soon, I start talking to my scribbles... 
they have some strange and funny 
stories to tell!”
So come on and meet the 
weird and wonderful folk on 
Manmaru Street!

thE BhiL BooK 
oF monthS

Art / Folklore / Education 
Slipcase / Offset 
Colour / 12 pages    / 220 x 280 mm
Printing: January 2017

Bhuri Bai with Gita Wolf 
and Laura Nogueira

How do you note the different 
months of the year? Here is 
a completely new way! 
Follow the calendar of the Bhil tribe 
in lndia, and discover how they mark 
the months in the old way — through 
nature, and the kind of work they 
need to do on the land. One season 
— with its various activities — follows 
another. Join in! 
The year never ends finally for them, 
it always begins again — so this 
book doesn’t come to an end either, 
it just flips over to start again.

FORTHCOMING TITLES / FOR CHILDREN



Art / Education 
Slipcase / Riso 
Two Colour / 16 pages    / 350 x 250 mm
Printing: December 2016

oUr BEAch – BY DAY AnD night
Joelle Jolivet

Our beach on the South Indian coast is full of activity. By day, you 
can see fishermen bring in the catch, women selling fish, people 
and animals going about their business… But then, when the sun 
starts to set, the beach becomes a different place — now it’s time 
for everyone to play, talk, sit around, eat and have fun… until 
the fisherfolk go to sleep, and all the others go home. 
French artist Joelle Jolivet takes you through a day — and night —
on our beach. Have fun exploring, colouring, and adding to this 
never-ending book surrounded by the sea! 

By Day and Night

OUR 
BEACH
JOELLE JOLIVET
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BrEr rABBit rEtoLD
Arthur Flowers and Jagdish Chitara

Art / Folklore 
HC / Riso 
Two Colour / 72 pages    / 205 x 250 mm
Printing: December 2016

In Brer Rabbit Retold, African-American 
writer and griot Arthur Flowers reclaims 
the essence of the original Brer Rabbit 
tales and brings them back to us as 
one of the sturdy roots of African-
American literature. His powerful 
version is illustrated by Jagdish Chitara,
a ritual textile painter from Gujarat. 
Printed by Riso and hand-bound, this 
limited-edition artists’ book includes 
a musical re-telling of the tales. 
It pushes the boundaries of the book
form — elevating storytelling, art, 
design and bookmaking to a new 
level of accomplishment. 
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of 5000
numbered edition
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9 789383 145034

ISBN 978-93-83145-03-4

UK £30/USA $49.95/IND ` 1500

The Brer Rabbit stories were 
originally oral tales told by slaves 

from the American South. After the civil war, 
they were gathered together in a written form by a 

journalist called Harris. Despite his sincere appreciation 
for the stories, critics have since pointed out a great problem 

with his version: it seems to be an apologia for slavery.

In Brer Rabbit Retold, African-American writer and griot Arthur 
Flowers reclaims the essence of these tales from their discredited 
ideology, bringing them back to us as one of the sturdy roots of 

African American literature.

Illustrated by Jagdish Chitara, a ritual textile painter from Gujarat, 
this powerful version also includes an oral re-telling of the tales by 

Arthur Flowers, set to music.

Printed by Riso and hand-bound, this limited edition artists’ 
book pushes the boundaries of the form — elevating 

storytelling, art,  design and bookmaking to a  
new level of accomplishment.
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Art / Politics 
HC / Offset 
5 Special Pantone Colours 
22 pages    / 150 x 280 mm
Printing: February 2017

Karl Marx illustrated by Maguma

Interpreted for the twenty-first century, 
God of Money is based on extracts from 
Karl Marx’s famous chapter on money, 
published in Economic and Philosophic 
Manuscripts, 1844. Marx was a young 
man at the time, critical and defiant of 
an emergent world of rampant greed 
and consumption. Spanish illustrator 
Maguma recreates this celebrated rant 
against the mind-numbing power of 
money in the context of contemporary 
developments — where the spread of 
avarice on a global scale has led to the 
near death of the commons. Drawing 
on the biblical tale of the Fall, Maguma 
creates a surreal world continually 
fuelled by an insatiable desire for more.

God of Money
Karl Marx, Illustrated by Marcos Guardiola

Interpreted for the twenty-first century,  God of Money is 
based on extracts from Karl Marx’s  famous chapter on money 
, published  in Economic and Philosophic Manuscripts, 1844. 
Marx was a young man at the time,  critical and defiant of an 
emergent world of rampant greed and consumption. Spanish 
illustrator Marcos Guardiola recreates  this celebrated rant 
against the mind-numbing power of money in the context of 
contemporary developments - where the  spread of avarice on a 
global scale   has lead to the near death of the commons. Drawing 
on the biblical tale of the Fall, Guardiola creates a surreal world 
continually fuelled by an insatiable desire for more.
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trAVELS throUgh 
SoUth inDiAn 
KitchEnS

Travel / Design / Architecture 
HC / Offset 
Colour / 196 pages    / 165 x 235 mm
Printing: August 2017

Nao Saito

“For a traveller, the kitchen is 
a remote destination, but it is also 
one that tells the ‘truth’ about food 
and everyday life,” says Nao Saito, 
designer from Japan. With her 
interest in architecture, cookery 
and people, she sets out to explore 
a colourful variety of kitchens during 
her stay in South India. The result 
is a rich and layered world of food, 
space and conversation — with the 
kitchen at its centre.

Travels 
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‘For a traveller, the kitchen is a remote 
destination, but it is also one that tells 
the ‘truth’ about food and everyday 
life,’ says nao saito, designer from 
Japan. With her interest in architecture, 
cookery and people, she sets out to 
explore a colourful variety of kitchens 
during her stay in south India. The 
result is a rich and layered world of 
food, space and conversation — with 
the kitchen at its centre.

Art / History  
HC / Offset
Colour / 168 pages    / 240 x 270 mm
Printing: January 2017

from Soviet Lithuania to India

A NOTHER  H ISTORY of  
    THE         P ICTURE

                             Giedrė Jankevičiūtė and V. Geetha

AnothEr hiStorY 
oF thE chiLDrEn’S 
PictUrE BooK: 
From SoViEt 
LithUAniA to inDiA
Giedre Jankevičiūtė and V. Geetha

This book calls for a re-imagining 
of global picture book history: with 
the former Soviet Union at the centre 
of this narrative web. The result of 
an unusual collaboration between 
India and Lithuania, the book looks 
at two different global impacts of 
the Soviet picture book enterprise. 
A rich and unusual archive of art 
has been mined to go with this 
history: from socialist realist art to 
classic examples of the Lithuanian 
primitive-modern, many of the 
images in the book are featured 
in an English language publication 
for the first time.

FORTHCOMING TITLES / FOR ALL AGES



Environment / Education / Art 
HC / Offset 
Colour / 56 pages    / 180 x 245 mm
Printing: March 2017

WALKing iS A WAY 
oF KnoWing – 
in A KADAr ForESt
Madhuri Ramesh, Manish Chandi 
and Matthew Frame 

The Kadars are a small indigenous 
community in south India. Even 
though they no longer live deep in 
the forest, they still walk its paths 
every day. For them, walking is 
a way of knowing, not just a way 
of getting from place to place. 
This is the story of a Kadar elder 
who takes a young urban visitor 
through the tangled woods that 
make up his ancient home. 
The book captures an urban nature-
lover’s experience of learning from
a forest-dweller — and is beautifully 
illustrated to bring alive the dark 
richness of an lndian tropical forest.

WALKING 
IS A WAY OF 
KNOWING
In a Kadar Forest

Ram
esh, Chandi, Fram

e

 The Kadars are a small indigenous community in south India. 
Even though they no longer live deep in the forest, they still walk 
its paths every day. This book is a tribute to their ways of living 
and understanding. For the Kadars, walking is a means of knowing 
– it is not just a way of getting from place to place. The narrative 
follows a young urban visitor, who sets out to explore the forest 
with the help of a group of Kadars. Together, they meander along 
a network of old paths... which gradually turn into unforgettable 
stories and memory trails. With gentle humour, the book reminds 
us that experts come in many guises, and even walking along a 
muddy trail can be a transformative experience.

 Madhuri Ramesh and Manish Chandi’s evocative 
prose brings alive a forest that they personally 

came to know through spending time with the 
Kadars. Matthew Frame’s textured and 

dense illustrations celebrate 
the teeming richness of the 

tropical forest and the many 
creatures that live in it. 
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Madhuri Ramesh & Manish Chandi
Matthew Frame

BEAStS oF inDiA

Art / Folklore 
HC / Silkscreen Printing
Colour / 48 pages    / 180 x 180 mm
Printing: February 2017

Kanchana Arni and Gita Wolf 
with Various Artists

Here are India’s best-known beasts — 
tiger, elephant, deer, snake... 
rendered by a variety of folk and 
tribal artists. Each of their artistic 
traditions conceives of the beast 
in distinctive ways, as original in 
the imagining as it is in the 
rendering. Individually screenprinted 
on handmade paper, this wonderful 
introduction to Indian painting styles 
is an art and book lover’s dream.

Here are India’s best known beasts—the tiger, the elephant, 
the cow, the deer, the snake... rendered by a range of tribal 
and folk artists. Each of them conceives of the animal in 
distinctive ways, as original in the imagining as in the 
rendering. 

Beasts of India is a rare introduction to Indian folk and 
tribal art traditions. Every page is an original silk-screen 
print of an image, making this handmade book an art and 
book lover’s dream. 

A startlingly fresh perspective on folk art... Each animal is 
distinctive in its rendering, showing the unique personality 
of the art form it comes from... The dynamic folk art of India 
is at last being recognised. —Asian Art

A minor revolution … a celebration of tribal and folk art of 
India. —The Asian Age, London 

Winner of 
Silver Medal, Fine Art Reproductions, Federation of Screen 
Printers Associations, Germany, 2007

Spanish National Edition Award, Ministry of Culture, 2007

Beasts of India
 Kanchana Arni and Gita Wolf with various artists
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Art / Memoir 
HC / Silkscreen Printing
Single Colour / 24 pages    / 260 x 342 mm
Printing: April 2017

BLAcK: 
An ArtiSt’S triBUtE
Santhosh Kumar Das

“The rightful place for an artist, his 
real world, is a pot of black ink. 
I believe it contains all the magic, 
all the forms, everything that human 
beings can imagine and render...” 
says Mithila artist Santhosh Kumar 
Das. In this poetic memoir of his 
growth into art, he pays a poignant 
tribute to the muses that transformed 
him into an artist — the greatest of 
them being his mother, along with 
the other women of the household 
who practised this originally female 
tradition of art.

BLACK

AN ARTIST’S TRIBUTE BY SANTHOSH KUMAR DAS

Art / Environment
HC / Riso 
Colour / 40 pages    / 210 x 297 mm
Printing: February 2017

Subhash Vyam 

WAtEr

“Did we take more than our due?”
Weaving his tale around a Gond 
fable about water, artist Subash 
Vyam muses on the history of our 
relationship to this most primeval 
of elements. A migrant to the city, 
he recalls growing up in a village 
where water was always scarce… 
and human ingenuity in making it 
more easily available was welcomed. 
But in contrast to the village, the 
needs of the city are monstrous… 
and in feeding it, there is a great 
danger that we will run this resource 
completely dry. In the end, there 
is only one way forward: all 
communities need to make a pact 
with nature in order to survive — 
or in our mindless push to harness 
her powers, we might lose our own 
place in this universe.
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